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CENTENNIAL POW-WOW IN THE PLANNING 


NATIVES THROUGHOUT B.C. are going ahead 
with big centennial plans. The three men pictured 
here are taking part in plans for a 10 day Pow-Wow 
starting July 26 when guests will be greeted in a 


Natives Plan Centennial Celebrations 


Ever - widening interest in 
B.C. Centennial events is be- 
1g shown by British Colum- 
ia Natives with reports reach- 
mg The Native Voice from 
Alert Bay, Bella Bella, and 
Jazelton telling of plans for 
elebrations. 

From Kitwanga comes word 
rough Harold Sinclair that Hazel- 
n will be the only village in 
.C. “where all-Indian’ ceremonies 


.will be seen in their actual per- 


formance,” citing centennial com- 

mittee secretary Mrs. Sargent as 

authority for the statement. 
Native Voice associate editor 


James Sewid reports from Alert 


Bay that a “big job” is being done 
iby Natives from villages in the 
agency with their project painting 
all the totem poles in the famous 
cemetery. 

Work. was expected to be com- 
pleted by March 31 and Mr. Sewid 
believes “This will be a good tour- 


recreated Longhouse in North Vancouver. The men 
are, from left, Chief Albert Lightning of the Alberta 
Indian Association, Dominic Charley and Simon 
Baker, both members of the Squamish Tribe. 


ist attraction.” 

He says “I am very proud of our 
young people for taking this step 
because we like to show the white 
people that we can still do our 
handywork.” 

BELLA BELLA ELECTS 
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

Bella Bella has elected its cen- 
tennial committee headed by chair- 
man Wally Brown with Mark 
White, vice-president, Miss Medo- 
well, secretary, and Mrs. Kitty 
Carpenter, treasurer. 


Heading the “project for men” is 
David Carpenter while Godfrey 
Williams is chairman of the recrea- 
tion committee with Taylor Brown 
and Mark White, members. 

Listed as cooks and helpers are 
Fiora Wilson, Annie Mason, Emily 
Dixon, Ann Williams, Doreen Wil- 
son and Mercy Wilson. 
HAZELTON CELEBRATION 
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 

Harold Sinclair reports that the 


(Continued on Page 8) 





The NATIVE VOICE 





April, 1958 





Page 2 


CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH 





West Coast Natives 
Plan Big Pow-wow 


By GEORGE CLUTESI 
Specially Written for 
The Native Voice 


LOCAL COUNCIL STARTED 

The job of organizing local coun- 
cils for each respective tribe has 
just begun and the job will be a 
big one. These men are aware of 
that fact when they realize that 
there has been no unity whatso- 
ever amongst themselves _ since 
introduction of the white-man law 
known to us as the “Indian Act.” 

There is no doubt that the orig- 
inal “Act” served its purpose but 
it also very effectively split the 
Native completely asunder with 
its laws of complete segregation 
of one from the other. There was 
never a thought given to any man’s 
or Native’s own tribal standing. 
If his name did not appear on that 
particular Band's books, he had 
to get out of that tribe no matter 
how close his family ties may 
have been to it, on pain of prosecu- 
tion and fine. 

Let me assure you the ultimate 
results did not foster the best 
of feelings nor did it always solve 
the problem. It is sufficient to 
say that he found himself and his 
own people drifting further and 
further anart, and the hitherto- 
fore unknown word of “Alien” 
finding or worming itself into his 
vocabulary. 


RETURN TO UNITY 

Alfred Adams, the founder of 
the Native Brotherhood of B.C., 
was the first to become aware of 
this true situation and he did 
something about it. It was he who 
saw the great need for the return 
to unity and brotherly love. 

The eventual founding of the 
Brotherhood was the direct result 
of his work, and founding of the 
West Coast Allied Tribes can also 
be traced to that beginning. 

It is noteworthy that immediate 
plans of this new branch of the 
“Brotherhood” include an all out 
“Pow-wow” to be held at Alberni, 
hosted by Chief Shewish and his 
Sheshaht Tribe. 

It is also noteworthy that true 
to their policy of closer co-opera- 
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tion, the whole: coast will contri- 
bute financially toward the entire 
costs of this and future Pow-wows 
and conventions, and that the 
Pow-wow will occur yearly and 
hosted by other members of the 
‘bloc’ but always financed by the 
whole. . 
This first ‘Pow-wow will last two 


“days and will be on May 24 and 


25, 1958. 
QUEEN VICTORIA’S DAY 

When the most appropriate date 
was being sought for this proposed 
annual great gathering of the 
West Coast Natives, the repre- 
sentatives of some eight tribes 
voiced without a doubt that the 
Great Queen’s birthday would be 
the day for them. 

If I may use the word a third 
time, it is surely noteworthy that 
all the West Coast Natives of 
Vancouver Island still to this day 
remember “The Great Queen Vic- 
toria” as their Great White 
Mother. This was brought out 
most eloquently time and again as 
the respective Chiefs of the Coast 
stood up to express their opinions. 

The older Chiefs remembering 
how “The Great Mother” declared 
that Her Natives of Canada will 
be left unmolested in their last 
bits of land as long as the “rivers 
run and the grass grows.” 

It is indeed remarkable and 
nothing short of a miracle how 
the Great Queen completely won 
the confidence of these people 
and truly so have to this day re- 
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tained that same undying con- 
fidence, without her actually com- 
ing in direé¢t contact with any of 
them at -all. 

There is no doubt, the love for 
the former great Queen is still 
inherent. They, in their selection 
of her day to celebrate their own 
day exemplify that with little 
room for doubt. 

POW-WOW PROGRAM 

The program for the two-day 
Pow-wow will include a full morn- 
ing devoted to children’s . sports. 
This will open at 9:00 a.m. and 
terminate at noon. 

Main events will be opened by 
the host, Chief Shewish and his 


associates at 1:00 p.m. sharp with 
a parade entering and marching 
slowly around to the grand stand 
iby each and all tribal represent- 
atives. 

The tribe may sing its marching 
song, in which case the guests 
following will be required to wait 
until the song is finished. 

Each tribe has been asked to 
enter as a _ representative its 
chosen beauty. They will accom- 
pany their own tribe in its march 
to the grandstand and there they 
will be placed for the final reign- 
ing Princess of the coast for that 
year. 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Thanks Everyone! 


The demand for our new ‘ 


Perma-Leadline and Permaflex Corkline 


has been phenomenal! Extra shifts in local factories are work- 
ing to catch up with orders. . . . If you haven't seen either of 
these excellent products write us for samples or call in and see 
them. NO BLUESTONING required. 


Also Distributors of YORK STREET Nets, Spongex Floats and Other Topline 


Netting Accessories 
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PROUD OF HERITAGE 





Two U:S. 


Planning 


By NANCY: LOWE GRAY 


The Evening Gazette, 
Worcester, Mass. 


“Harvest time was feast time. for 
the Indians long before the white 
man settled North America.” So 
says Mrs. Arthur Branchaud, of 
Worcester, Mass. 

She not only knows Indian lore 
but her father was a full-blooded 
Mic-Mae Indian from the Gaspe 
Peninsula. Her husband (Little 
Bear), is a full-blooded Blackfoot 
Indian. He was born on the Mo- 
hawk Trail while his tribe was 
traveling from Three Rivers, Can- 
ada, Prov. Quebec. 

The Branchauds are proud of 
their Indian heritage. Each has a 
tribal costume and their home has 
many colorful Indian rugs and 
cther objects. Mrs. Branchaud’s 
Indian name is Princess Happi- 
ness. 

“This is because I was born with 
a smile on my face,” she said. 

Princess Happiness will be cook- 
ing Little Bear some Indian fare 
for Thanksgiving. Along with the 
traditional turkey, she will serve 


New Note Sheets 
By Tama Crafts 


A new box of assorted nidian 
note sheets is announced by Tama 
Indian Crafts, for use either as 
general greeting cards or as note 
peper. 

These picturesque cards are 
beautifully silk-screened by hand 
at the Mesquakie Indian Settle- 
ment at Tama, Iowa. The 12 dif- 
ferent pictorial designs are the 
work of Indian artists and depict 
various activities in the life of 
these woodland Indians. 


Tama Indian Crafts also an- 
ncunce a new necklace made of 
Indian corn. The colors are soft 
and the necklaces are attractive 
with either sports or regular 
apparel. 

The necklaces retail for $1.00, 
the note sheets for $1.50 per box 
of 12 assorted. They may also be 
selected separately at 10 cents or 
15 cents each, depending on selec- 
tion, 

Hand-decorated ceramic tiles, 
kiln-fired for permanence and done 
in the full, rich hues of Indian 
art, will continue to be produced, 
A number of new designs have 
been added. Prices range from 
$1.00 to 85 and 75 cents each. 

All retail orders are sent post- 
paid. For further information, 
— to Tama Indian Crafts, Tama, 
owa, 








Indian style acorn squash and corn 
meal pancakes. 

Here’s her recipe for the squash: 

Cut one acorn squash in half and 
clean. Line inside with honey but- 
ter, making sure to cover outside 
edges. Then, place pecans on top 
of honey butter at one-inch inter- 
vals. Bake three-quarters of an 
hour in a hot oven. Recoat with 
honey butter 10 minutes before 
removing from oven. 

CORN MEAL PANCAKES 

1 cup of corn meal 

1 cup of flour 

1 tsp. melted butter 

% tsp. salt 

4 eggs 
Enough milk to form a thick 
batter. 

Pour corn meal into a bowl and 
add enough hot milk to make a 
thick mush. When mush cools add 
flour and enough cold milk to 
make a thick batter. Add. eggs, 
melted butter, and salt. Beat until 
batter is full of bubbles. Cook on 
a hot griddle and use honey for 
pancake syrup. 

Turkeys and other wild game 
were always in the Indian feast, 
according to Princess Happiness. 

“Our birds were stuffed with 
arrowroot bulbs, seasoned with 


. American pepper and other spices 


and sometimes wild parsnips, tur- 
nips. However, I prefer English- 
style dressing and I will be making 
a Yorkshire pudding,” she said. 

“The Indian harvest feast was 
scheduled earlier than the one the 
Pilgrims celebrated,” said said. 
“Up until then, Indian Summer 
was the time of our feasting.” 

The Branchaud’s soon will be 
celebrating their 23rd wedding an- 
niversary. They were married in 
two ceremonies, a civil one and 
an Indian one. 

“In an Indian wedding, the bride 
and bridegroom sit on the ground,” 
Mrs. Branchaud said.. “Everybody 
is dressed in full costume. The 
wedding rings are placed upon pol- 


‘len which has been scattered on 


the ground. A medicine man bless- 
es the bride and bridegroom with 
his hands and sweeps a fan of 
eagle feathers over them.” 

The Branchauds were married 
in Hartford, Conn., in a Navaho 
ceremony. 

“We both are members of the 
North American Indian League,” 
Mrs. Branchaud said. “My hus- 
band is a member of the Narra- 
gansett Tribe of Indians. We both 
are members of the Algonquin In- 
dian Confederacy.” 

Branchaud is ‘employed by a city 
restaurant. Mrs. Branchaud is a 
school traffic guard. In leisure 
time, she lectures on Indian lore 


.and teaches beading. Formerly she 
taught a class of Girl Scouts at 
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Park Congregational Church. Prin- 
cess Happiness also makes Indian 
dos and arrowheads. 

The American Indians not only 
feasted before the Pilgrims came 
but had their own way of offer- 
ing verbal tribute and thanks. -— 


‘Ancient War Club 


© Mrs. Arthur Branchaud of Wor- 
cester, Mass., holds an Indian war 
club over 150 years old, found on 
Long Island eight years ago. It be~ 
longed to the last Mohawk Chief. 





—PHOTO CouRTESY THE EVENING GAZETTE 


“The Indians who shared the 
first Thanksgiving with the Pil- 
grims,” Princess Happiness said, 
“may well have offered this bless- 
ing to their hosts: ‘May the winds 
blow softly on those who share 
your heart and home’.” 
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EDUCATION NEEDED 


Views on Native Future 


) 5 pyrtonas Columbia Indians should open beer parlors and 
poolrooms on reserves along busy highways, a UBC 
economics professor says. - 

Dr. Stuart Jamieson said Indians should enter the field 
of small business and get trade and income from white people 
instead of giving Indian dollars to white retailers. 


Indians should be encouraged to start garages, restaurants, 
taxi stands, motels, beer parlors, he said. 


He addressed a conference on Indian affairs at UBC this 
month sponsored by B.C. Indian Arts and Welfare Society. 


Dr. Jamieson said too many Indians are concentrated in 
primary industries—fishing, logging, hunting and trapping— 
which are declining. 

But processing industries ,such as canneries, sawmills, 
pulp and paper plants, are expanding and becoming centralized 
too far from Indian reserves. 


Guy Williams, Native Brotherhood of B.C. public rela- 
tions officer, said education is the key to the majority of prob- 
lems facing Indians. 

Employers are prejudiced against hiring minority groups 
such as Indians, said Arni Arnason, executive director of Van- 
couver Civic Unity Association. This is evident in department 
stores and banks, he said. 


Senator James Gladstone, first Canadian Indian to be ap- 
pointed to the Upper House, agreed lack of education is the 
main problem of fitting Indians into a changing society. 


“Amazingly, though, in the last 10 years Indian parents 
have wanted their children to receive a full education. And 
there is a growing demand that they be taught in public 
schools, where they can grow up as equals with whites.” 








Blame it on the Doctor! 


I* THE NATIVE VOICE this month is not up to scratch, there is a 

very good reason. Publisher Maisie Hurley has been in hospital for 
two weeks and was, of course, unable to carry on her duties in her usual 
spirited manner. 


Mrs. Hurley is undergoing a checkup and rest after her health 
dropped a little below par in recent weeks. 


We know our many readers join her staff in wishing Maisie an early 
and complete recovery. We know she has earned a good long rest but 
we are selfish enough to want Maisie back at her desk and carrying on 
the work for which she has earned a place in the hearts of the Indian 
people. Get well quickly, Maisie. 
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Indian Health Funds 
Pressing Need in U.S. 


Statement of Mrs. Helen L. Peterson, Executive Director, National 
Congress of American Indians, before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Sub-committee on Labor, Health, Education and Welfare Appropriations. 


M* NAME is Mrs. Helen L. Peterson. I am an enrolled member of 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. 
and executive director of the National Congress of American Indians, 
the only national private membership association of American Indians, 
with membership open to individual Indians and tribes as such and with 
voting membership limited exclusively to Indians. We wish to speak 
in support of the 1959 fiscal year appropriations requested by the Divi- 
sion of Indian Health, United States Public Health Service. 

The health program for approximately 335,000 American Indians 
and 35,000 Alaska Natives has been the responsibility of the Division 
of Indian Health since July 1, 1955. Prior to this date the responsibility 
was borne by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. ; ; 

Health problems among American Indians in the United States 
still today are so shocking they more than justify the need for increased 
appropriations for the Division of Indian Health in order that it may 
reasonably be expected to carry out its responsibility to bring the level 
of Indian health up to the standard of the general population. — 

We believe that Members of the United States Congress will share 
our distress that 23 percent of all Indian deaths occur before one year 
of age, compared with 7 percent for all races in the United States. This 
alarming infant mortality rate is largely responsible for the early 
average age at death among Indian people — 39 as compared with 61 
for the population as a whole. 

The majority of illnesses and a third of the deaths occurring among 
Indians result from infectious diseases which can be prevented by 
modern control measures. The latest Public Health Service reports re- 
veal that the Indian death rate from influenza and pneumonia is nearly 
four times that of the general population. The death rate from tuber- 
culosis is five times greater, and from enteric diseases 10 times greater, 
than comparable death rates in the non-Indian population. 

May I re-emphasize the exceedingly high infant mortality rate among 
Indian children. Nearly 33 percent of Indian deaths occur among chil- 
dren who have not yet reached age 5, while only 8 percent of the deaths 
in the general population are in this age group. 

With the remarkable advances that have been made in recent years 
in medicine, research and public health methods, it is hard to believe 
and needless to accept the fact that this severe public health problem 
exists in the United States. Obviously the full benefits of these ad- 
vances in the health field have not heen extended to American Indians. 
We earnestly petition your committee to review the appropriations re- 
quested by the Division of Indian Health in order that their preventive 
and curative programs- may be adequately staffed and expanded and 
financed to make real headway in solving these grave problems. 

The National Congress of American Indians has been encouraged by 
the progress shown by the Division of Indian Health during the period 
it has been responsible for the Indian health program. 

One of the most important elements in any service program is ade- 
quate personnel. During the 2-year period from June 30, 1955 to June 
30, 1957, the number of physicians in the program was increased from 
125 to 204. The number of dentists and graduate nurses was substantially 
increased during the same period. 

Most encouraging was the increase of personnel in several other 
special fields, such as health educators, community workers, sanitary en- 
gineers, sanitarians and medical social workers. These professional 
people have already begun to strengthen materially the preventive 
phase of the program. 

Increasing acceptance of white man’s medicine has been demon- 
strated in numbers of Indians admitted to hospitals. It is significant to 
note that these rates have increased by approximately 15 percent during 
each of the last two years. Notable increases are likewise noted in the 
use of outpatient clinics. Outpatient medical services in Public Health 
Service operated and contract hospitals have increased 33 percent from 
July 1, 1955 to June 30, 1957. During the same period, outpatient services 
in Public Health Service Health Centres increased 29 percent. 

Although some progress has been reported in the reduction of 
death rates for certain communicable diseases, the disparity between 
the health of the Indian and the non-Indian remains great indeed. 

The survey report “Health Services for American Indians” prepared 
by the Public Health Service at the request of the House Committee on 
Appropriations of the 84th Congress, Ist Session, cites the scope of the 
Indian health problem in the United States. The cost of a program 
both preventive and curative which would raise the health standards of 
Indian citizens to an acceptable level is also noted in the report. 

I respectfully urge your Committee to ‘see page 180 of the report 
which cites clearly the need for a health program to serve 335,000 to 


385,000 persons in the United States and 35,000 in Alaska. This program 


would be expected to reach a peak level of operation in five to ten years 
and would cost between $60 and $65 million annually. 

Costs of needed construction and repair of hospitals, clinics and staff 
housing are estimated at $45 million, plus $1 million a year for replace- 
ment of obsolete staff housing. 

We earnestly ask your Committee to give the findings of this report 
most careful study in order that your fecdmmendations and decisions 
may be fully informed and in order that'the health of American Indians 
may be brought more into line with the general population at the earliest 
possible time. 

In view of the severe lag in health conditions of American Indians 
as compared with the non-Indian population, the National Congress of 
Indians strongly petitions this committee to make available increased 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Ss d Island reserve. The 220 In- 
d nns resident on Seabird have 
y itioned for. constitution as “a 
5 d” under the Indian Act. 

Andy Paull, counsel for the ap- 
lants, said the reserve was set 
' de in 1879 for seven bands from 
le to Hope but. “under this ar- 
! gement it has been impossible 
| properly administer the affairs 

Seabird group.” 
g Band funds of $40,000 have been 
Y zen and it has not been possible 
p- make any improvements on re- 
ly ve land as it would require con- 
r- nt of the seven bands—which has 
r, #en impossible, Paull said. 
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3.C. Chiefs 


Dn Inquiry 


AGASSIZ. — For the first 
e in Canadian history, two 
dian chiefs have sat as mem- 
brs: of a federal commission 
inquiry. ; 

Chief Oscar Peters of the Hope 
dian band and Chief Vincent 
hrris of the Seabird Island band 
on a three-man co on 
aded by Magistrate George L. 
ssady, QC, of New Westminster. 
Sittings were held March 27 and 
on the Seabird reserve, four 
les from -here. 

The commission is inquiring into 
d and fund problems of the Sea- 


















Native Leader 





CHIEF ED SPARROW 


Fisherman who heads Vancou- 
ver’s Musqueam Band of 240 and 


plays an active part in the Na-~ 


tive Brotherhood of B.C. Chief 
Sparrow is elected to his post 
and takes the job seriously. He 
went to school in the Fraser Val- 
ley, and played soccer and field 
lacrosse in the old days. Ed has 
done considerable work with his 
council in making improvements 
on the 410-acre reserve. 


Vancouver 10, B.C. 
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Queen's Totem Leaves 
From Victoria April 21 


VICTORIA, B.C.—The Queen’s totem owt will get a royal 
send-off from Victoria April 21. 


The gift of the people of British 
Columbia to Queen Elizabeth, a 
foot long for each of the province’s 
100 years, skillfully fashioned by 
one of the last of the great Indian 
carvers, Kwakiutl chief Mungo 
Martin, will be the central figure 
in a 10:30 a.m. ceremony at the 
Legislative Buildings. 

The totem will be hauled from 
Thunderbird Park, where is is now 
undergoing final painting, to the 
steps of the buildings. It will be tem.” It will stand in Vancouver's 
given a parade through the streets. Stanley Park. 

Premier W. A. C. Bennett and ;¢ 
members of the Legislature will ) 


be at the ceremony. EDDIE’S 
Some 500 school children and NEWS ST AND 


two bands will assist with the 
Magazines - Stationery 





ship “Pacific Unity” will be wait- 
ing, with special cradles for the 
totem to keep it from: bending, to 
transport the gift to England. 

The totem is one of two giant 
cedars taken from the Queen Char- 
lotte Islands after a contest among 
loggers to find the best, straight- 
est tree. 

The other has been carved into 
an exact replica of the “Royal To- 





send-off. So will representatives 
of Indian tribes and Indian danc- 


ers in their native costumes. -" ou Ga a 
Reverend Peter Kelly, Nanaimo, T 

United Church minister who is PAPER HERE 

one of Canada’s best-known In- Phone 352 .. P.O. Box 220 


dians, will give one of the ad- Second Avenue West 


dresses, PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 
Following the ceremony, the to- (Northern Distribution Centre 

tem will be taken to Ogden ‘Point . for Native Voice) 

docks, where the Furness Withy \ Y) 
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WEST COAST NATIVES. 


(Continued from Page 2) 

To insure complete fairness and 
unbiased and impartial judgment 
for the final selection, a person- 
age of repute from an _ outside 
point will preside as judge and 
his decision shall be final. It may 
be well to state that each con- 
testant must be sponsored by her 
tribe and she must wear a Native 
costume. Otherwise she shall not 
be considered for the final prize. 
COMPLETE FIELD SPORTS 

Complete field sports, both for 


men and women will take the re- . 


mainder of that after-noon. It has 
been decided that “Trophies” will 
be awarded to all teen-agers rather 
than -cash prizes and of course 
to all clubs and associations, with 
the usual three-year-win keep-for- 
good understanding. This has 
proven more beneficial to pro- 
moting better sports than cash 
prizes. 

The first banquet will be served 
under the critical and able eye 
of “Jeff” Gallic who is the “Bull- 
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1328 West Pender St. 
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cook” of these parts, at 5:00 p.m. 
for the first sitting and continuing 
until all are fed. 

Directly after the banquet, the 
evening will be devoted to “In- 
dian Dances.” All visiting tribes 
shall be alloted a time to show 
a short program. This portion of 
the Pow-wow undoubtedly will be 
interesting as true, genuine “In- 
dian Dances” have been growing 
quite rare here in the Barclay 
Sound area. 

Remainder of the night will be 
taken over by the teenagers under 
the auspices of the Somass Eagle’s 
Athletic Club, with rock and roll 
session in the tribal hall. 

In the meantime if there is any 
business to be transacted, the re- 
spective councillors will hold 
evening and night meetings. ~ 
SECOND DINNER SUNDAY 

At Sunday noon the Somass 
Native Echoes, local Native dance 
group, will give the second dinner 
at the tribal hall. 

After lunch, the sports contests 
will commence. This will include 
a full program of west coast 
canoe races, with two, and five- 
paddles, relay and other races, 
swimming and other water sports. 

All bonafide Indians of B.C. 
will be eligible to enter any and 
ali sports but because this will 
be an all-Indian Day, “Whites” 
will not be eligible for any prizes. 
This is by no means meant to be 
discriminative, but rather to foster 
once again the desire to get to- 
gether of all Indians in a common 
ground. 

As for administration, the com- 
mittee members have _ agreed 
to look after his own tribe during 
the Pow-wow. Special Indian 
policemen have been appointed 
for each group of people and it 
ivill tbe their responsibility tp 
Keep peace. Absolutely no liquor 
will be tolerated; and all intoxi- 
cants confiscated forthwith. The 
monster Pow-wow will be ter- 
minated with a final banque{ at 
7:00 p.m. 

CONCESSION ST.ANDS 

There will be concession stands 
of ‘pop’, ice cream, hot-dogs, etc. 
which will be for sale for the 
entire day. This is an added 
feature designed only to provide 
better facilities and service. They 
will be operated by the individual 
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Indian Health Funds 


(Continued from Page 4) 


appropriations beyond the $40,225,000 requested by the Division 
Indian Health in order that it may carry out its responsibility du 
fiscal year 1959 without major restrictions in services. 

We further urge that the appropriations for construction activiti 
totalling $2,374,000 be re-evaluated in order to determine whether 
not this amount is sufficient to carry out the long-range construc 
program of the Division. 

In support of this statement, and with your Committee’s approva 
ask to submit for the record three resolutions relating to Indian he: 
activities which were unanimously passed at the last annual meeting 
our organization held in Claremore, Oklahoma, October 28 to Novem 
1, 1957. More than 80 tribes were present at that convention w 
indicates widespread concern and support for the resolutions passed 

In conclusion, we wish to thank the members of your Commi 
for the opportunity to appear before you. It is our experience that m 
members of Congress are interested and concerned with the proble 
of American Indians and wish to support needed and worthwhile 1 
grams if only they have the facts. We commend the House Commit 
on Appropriations for requesting the report on Indian health w 
cannot fail to show the urgent and great need for greater appropriatia 

* 


Publisher’s Note: Mrs. Peterson and her fine organization are do 
outstanding work on behalf of the Indians of the United States. In ad 
tion, they are doing much to unite the Indians on both sides of the ben 
and have supported The Native Voice in its efforts to achieve the sa 
aim. f 








person or club. 

Though this is an all-Indian 
affair, others are cordially asked 
to attend and see an all-Indian 
show. 

A nominal charge will be made 
for all visitors on a dollar per car 
basis. If you wish to see true 
sportsmanship displayed to the 
fullest sense of that word, by all 
means come up and enjoy your- 
self, or if you wish only to relax . 
and enjoy a perfect day, then 
come up and attend the west coast 
Allied Tribes first All-Indian Pow- 
wow; on May 24 and 25 at the 
Sheshaht Reserve No. 1 on the 
banks of the beautiful Somass 
River. 


Can 


“Death Totem” 


The Canadian Indians take s 
ond place to no one in their | 
and loyalty for members of 
Royal Family. Because of thi 
have been asked to get word 
the Queen Mother to throw ay 
the two centennial coins given 
in B.C., as they may bring her | 
luck and misfortune. 

The Indians are convinced 
the totem pole on this centent 
dollar is what they call “de 
totem” and the history or leg 
of this totem is terribly bad . 
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Thanks, Andy! — MAI 
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mencouver; 


Cape Mudge 
Native Dies 


FRANK ASSU° 


Cancer took the life of a pro- 
inent British Columbia Native 
the person of Frank Assu of 
ape Mudge and Vancouver, for- 
er seine boat skipper and active 


articipant in B.C. Indian affairs. 


He died Sunday, March 30, in 
. Paul’s Hospital following a 
ng siege of illness. The Native 
ader, one time an executive 
the Native Brotherhood and 
cre recently of the North 
merican Indian Brotherhood, 
ps only 48 years old. 


One brother, Dan, died in a 
r accident two years ago but 
ll surviving are Tom and an- 
her brother, his loving wife, 
irley, a son, William, four 
ughters, Mrs. Shirley McKay, 
Mrs. Robert Ladd, 
plifornia; Mrs. Marina Roy, Ed- 
onton, and Elaine, at home. 


uneral service was held on 
pril 3 at Cape Mudge, where 
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~ Meet Chief Rickard, Dave Hill 


By PHOEBE ERSKINE McKELLAR 
fees summer my travels took me from the Six Nations Reserve to the Tuscarora Reserve, 
Sanborn, New York. By arrangement we picked up Dave Hill in Niagara Falls, New York, 
and he guided us to the Reserve some nine miles away and to the house of Chief Clinton 


Rickard. 

Of the Iroquois personalities I 
have met, perhaps those of Dave 
Hill and Chief Clinton Rickard 
have made the most lasting im- 
pression. Dave, who took part in 
the :Pageant on the Six Nation Re- 
serve, is soft voiced, with a finely 
featured face. Peace and calm.per- 
vade his whole being. 

Chief Rickard, whose Tuscarora 
name means “Loud Voice” ‘and 
whose towering stature matches 
his sonorous tones, is a complete 
contrast. Here is the man of ac- 
tion spurred on and inspired by 
his intellectual and sensitive co- 
worker. ? 


It is to these two men that the 
Indian Defense League of Amer- 
ice owes its existence.-A combina- 
tion not unlike that of Hiawatha 
and Degonaweda, he. whom Hia- 
watha assisted. But it is*of the 20th 
Century I speak and the Indian 
Defense League, not the Iroquois 
League of Peace of a by-gone age. 

It all started way back in 1926 
when the United States Emigration 
Act ruled that only Canadian citi- 
zens could cross the border into 
the United States. By this Act, the 
Six Nations brought together by 
Degonaweda and Hiawatha cen- 


. turies ago were separated by the 


White man’s law. For Canadian 
Indians under the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship rank 
technically as “aliens.” Chief Rick- 
ard’s voice boomed out “There are 
no Canadian Indians. We are all 
North American Indians and were 
here before either Government!” 

When an important chief died on 
the Tuscarora Reserve in New 


‘treaties proved 





tario were prevented from coming 
to him by the White man’s law. 

Then the Indian Defense League 
of American sprang into being. 
Chief Rickard, assisted by Dave 
Hill, whose knowledge of the old 
invaluable, were 
becked by a great number of In- 
dians. Even so, it was a three-year 
struggle before the League was 
able to force Washington to give 
the Indians in Canada _ border 
crossing freedom. 

In 1928, the Border Crossing 
Ceremony was - instituted. This 


takes place every summer when 
a group of Indians in full regalia, 
Chief Rickard on horseback, cross 
the bridge from Niagara Falls, 
New York, to Niagara Falls, On- 
tario. On alternate years the or- 
cer is reversed. The Border Cross- 
ing Ceremony has not yet become 
a tourist attraction like Indian 
Days at Banff. But it is performed 
with profound sincerity by Indians 
who wish to remind the White 
Man that the land belongs to the 
Great Spirit and that the Red Man 
was here before any governments. 
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is father, Chief Billy Assu, re- 
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Natives Plan Centennial 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Northern celebrations will take 
place during October in Hazelton 
and considerable planning is go- 
ing into the project. 

Natives will construct an “all- 
Indian style” building with four 
totem poles for corner posts and 
another two poles standing at the 
gateway of the building. 

Mr. Sinclair goes on to state: 

These two Indian poles will be 
raised in our own ancient way of 
raising with its ceremonies. Open- 
ing of the building will also be in 
the ancient Indian tradition. 

Mrs. Sargent told the Natives six 
weeks ago that building costs and 
materials would come to $5,000. 
The building will be called “The 
Traditional Treasure House of the 
Native People.” 

There is a very deep meaning 
to the name of the building; full 
interpretation will be given at the 
time of the celebration. 

Many government officials in- 
cluding some from the United 


States and other officials have 
been invited to the opening and 
they with others gathered for the 
occasion will hear the Native story 
of the building and see the totems 
raised. 

Of course, we are well aware of 
the programs of the white govern- 
ments whereby they will be in 
their full positions. 

They will tell us of their birth 
dates in B.C. and their progress 
in various parts of the land. But 
that will be only 100 years ago 
which is like yesterday compared 
to the ancient times of our fore- 
fathers. 

Four totem poles have already 
been donated to the project but 
two more are still required, ac- 
cording to Harold Sinclair. 

Totems have been donated by 
Chief Get-dim-gal-daw (Thomas 
Danes) of Hazelton; Chief Wees- 
Tiss (Moses Jones), Kitseguekla; 


Chief Lelt (Fred Johnson) of Kit-— 


wanga, and the fourth totem from 
the Chiefs of Kitwancool, B.C. 


‘Beautiful Little Paper’ 


The Native Voice. 
Dear madam: 


Please find enclosed money order for $1.50 as renewal of my sj 


scription to The Native Voice. 


It is a beautiful little paper and I enjoy reading it. But I am § 


when I read of injustice done to the Native Brotherhood. 
I hope at least some of the wrongs will soon be righted. Best wisi, F 


to you and The Native Voice. 


Vancouver, B.C. 


CLARA WILSON. 





New Reader for ‘Voice’ 


The Native Voice. 
Dear sirs: 


——1 > 


.. 


t) 


By chance I got hold of a couple of copies of The Native Voice fr¢ 
a friend recently. Reading them was very informative from the Ind 


point of view. 


I am an Indian of the Aluwick Indian Reservation. I’m enclosi 
$1.50 for a year’s subscription to The Native Voice and will look f 


ward to receiving my first copy. 


Cobourg, Ont. 


ALFRED LOUKES. 
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